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The Crop Trust: A Mission that Matters

Crop diversity is essential for future food 
and nutrition security. But it is rapidly 
disappearing, in particular due to 

accelerated climate change.

Thus, the Crop Trust works to ensure the 
conservation and availability of crop 
diversity globally, forever.
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The Crop Trust 
is dedicated to 
conserving 
and making 
crop diversity 
available for use 
globally, forever 
and for the benefit 
of everyone
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Crop Trust at a glance

Established: 2004 in Rome

Policy: International Plant Treaty

Supporting Svalbard Global Seed Vault

Supporting genebanks globally

Headquarters: Bonn (since 2012)
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We have a fifteen-year track record connecting farmers 
and researchers to valuable genetically diverse seeds

WHY US

First long-term grant 
supporting an 
international 
collection is signed: 
with the International 
Rice Research 
Institute

Our Diversity 
Endowment Fund 
surpasses $100 
million

Over 4,500+ seed 
samples collected as 
part of the Crop Wild 
Relative project

Withdrawals from the 
endowment to 
support
Genebank Platform & 
Operations surpasses 
$50 million

As of December 
2021, Genesys made 
data on 4.3m 
genebank samples 
publicly available

2006 2010 2018 2020 2021
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We are partnering with 150+ organizations in 48 
countries to conserve crop diversity
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Established
2004 under international law

Our main contributors 
Governments and Foundations

Policy
International agreement, 
backed by 150 countries + EU

WHY US

The Crop Trust’s work
in support of genebanks globally
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World Map of all our international and 
national partners
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How we work 
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Contributions Grants & Services

Investment Return on 
Investment

Project Funds for Grants & Services 

WHY US

Donors

Markets

Endowment Fund

Advocates 

Long-term 
support for 

maintenance of 
essential seedbank 

operations

GOAL 1

A higher political 
profile of

crop diversity

GOAL 3

Time-bound 
support for 

upgrading and 
empowering 
seedbanks

GOAL 2
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Build Food System Resilience: 
(Not Farm) to Fork 

WHY US

Collect 
seeds

Research 
& Pre-
breed

Conserve 
seeds • Farm 

• Store
• Process
• Distribute
• Retail
• Consume

Make 
seeds 
available

Farm to Fork
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Long-term Support for Genebanks
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• Through its Endowment Fund, the Crop Trust 
currently supports key 
international genebanks around the world 
through Long-term Grants (LTGs) and Long 
term Partnership Agreements (LPAs).

• A proportion of the running costs of 
conserving and making available the 
following collections are covered by LTGs “in 
perpetuity”.
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Our work with Bambara groundnut

Photo credit: IITA
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• Signed in 2023, the Long-term Partnership Agreement between 
the Crop Trust and IITA secures perpetual funding for IITA's 
Genetic Resources Center, ensuring the conservation and 
distribution of over 36,000 accessions of key sub-Saharan 
African food crops.

• The agreement covers essential operations for preserving 
staple crops like maize, Bambara groundnut, and African yam 
bean, including the world's largest collection of cowpea.

• With over 70% of the collection originating from 40 African 
countries, this partnership safeguards the future of Africa's 
staple crops and promotes global food security.

Our work with Bambara groundnut
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Our work with Bambara groundnut

http://tinyurl.com/ydt4zmc7

https://www.genesys-pgr.org/

http://tinyurl.com/ydt4zmc7
https://www.genesys-pgr.org/
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Our work with Bambara groundnut

🇬🇭 CSIR-PGRRI 

Photo credit: Neil Palmer / Crop Trust

Photo credit: Neil Palmer / Crop Trust
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Our work with Bambara groundnut

Photo credit: Neil Palmer / Crop Trust

The objective of the strategy is to outline a plan for the 
effective conservation of the diversity of Vigna crops and 
their wild relatives.

1. Global Collaboration:
- Expand worldwide collaborations for conserving Vigna 

collections.
- Facilitate information sharing among genebanks.

2. Regeneration and Duplication:
- Collaborate with research and breeding institutes for 

regeneration and safety duplication.
- Ensure global promotion of these initiatives.

3. Germplasm Characterization:
- Enhance collaboration on germplasm characterization.
- Contribute data to global databases to identify and fill 

collection gaps.
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Our work with Bambara groundnut

Photo credit: Neil Palmer / Crop Trust

The objective of the strategy is to outline a plan for the effective conservation of the diversity 
of Vigna crops and their wild relatives.

5. International Support Platform:
- Establish a common international platform.
- Provide technical and financial support to small genebanks for germplasm conservation.

6. In Situ Conservation:
- Strengthen in situ conservation of Vigna genetic resources.
- Emphasize conservation of Vigna crop wild relatives and connect with ex situ activities.

Vigna strategy available here: https://www.croptrust.org/work/projects/global-crop-conservation-
strategies/vigna/

https://www.croptrust.org/work/projects/global-crop-conservation-strategies/vigna/
https://www.croptrust.org/work/projects/global-crop-conservation-strategies/vigna/
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THANK YOU

WWW.CROPTRUST.ORG


